
charities themselves? . . . We who are members of the church are the lighthouse 
of the world. We are responsible for one task above all others-to keep the light 
of the gospel burning. All else must be secondary; and no amount of spending or 
righteous philanthropywill excuse us from the faithful fulfillment of that task. . . . 
$22,300.00 to pay for the fuel that will keep the light of the gospel burning in 
Dexter! Yes, we can do it! As you prayerfully consider this, make your pledge- 
not to me, not to the officers-no, not even to the Church; but to GOD. Make it 
so that you would be unashamed to stand in His presence and present it to Him 
personally. 

Stewardship means not only giving our money but also our time. It is every- 
thing from regular attendance to an effort to let everybody you meet know how 
deeply you feel in debt to the Church. It is being willing to come and sing and 
teach and wash dishes and serve on committees and then to give the Power of 
God’s Spirit a chance to change your life and make you what you have never 
dreamed you could be. . The church has always put us first before anything else. 
It took us in as babies, before it knew who we were, what we might be, what we 
might have. It called us “children of God” and received us into its arms; it walked 
besides us in good times and in bad times; was a bulwark against the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. It prays for us when we go astray, welcomes us back as a lov- 
ing mother when we come to ourselves; it is with us in sickness, sorrow, and death. 
Every other organization we join first ascertains who we are, what we have, what 
our social standing is; asks if we will ‘fit in’, what we have to offer, etc. . How dif- 
ferent is the Church which says “I don’t care who you are, what your background 
is, what you have. You are a child of God and as such I welcome you without reser- 
vation; I offer you all the privileges and blessings; and I shall belong to you and 
you to me now and forever. Pray for Dexter, work for Dexter, give for Dexter. 

Showing them the image on the coin, He said, ‘Render to Caesar the things 
which are Caesar’s and to God the things which are God’s. 

PD. DexterEcho, 6 November 1957, CKFC. 

8 Nov 
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To Chester Bowles 

8 November 1957 
New York, N.Y. 

In mid- 1957 Kingjoined the National Committee of the American Committee on 
Africa.’ Later that year he agreed to serve on the International Sponsoring Committee 
for a day of protest against South Africa k apartheid government, which the American 
Committee on Africa had initiated.z On behalf of” this effort, King and United States 

1 .  John Gunther to King, 24 June 1957; Ballou to Gunther, 8 July 1957. 
2. The protest also included the release of the Declaration of Conscience, signed by 134 world 

leaders (International Sponsoring Committee, Declaration of Conscience on South Africa and Day of 
Protest, io December 1957). 

3 1 1  

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



347 
-_ -- 

ldiated br The Amwlcau Catnmfttee on Africo, l o ~ .  

.. - . . . . . . . . . .  .- . . . . . . . . . .  -. ... .... -. "__. _..____- - 
Reproduced by permission. Chester Bowles Papers, 
Manuscripts and Archives, Yale University Library 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



chairman James A. Pike call for worldwide rallies and demonstrations on Human 
Rights Day, I O  December 1957, and announce a fi-eedom rally in New Ymk City on 
that day, with speakers to include Eleanor Roo~evelt.~ 

The Honorable Chester Bowles 
Hayden’s Point 
Essex, Connecticut 

Dear Ambassador Bowles: 

We are writing to you in the conviction that the time has come for a world-wide 
protest against the organized inhumanity of the Government of the Union of 
South Africa. We have watched with great concern the relentless pursuit of 
official racism (apartheid) by the South African Government. It has defied the 
most elemental considerations of human decency in its treatment of African and 
Asian citizens, loosely called non-whites. Our concern has turned to horror as we 
have learned of the brutal treatment of these non-white South Africans and the ex- 
tension of totalitarian control into almost every area of human life. What has been 
almost as shocking is the callous disregard of this tragedy by the free peoples of 
the world. 

No dramatic demonstration of universal protest has been initiated. It is as if we 
have forgotten that “the bell tol1s”for humankind in South Africa too. We cannot 
permit this organized crime against a whole people to go uncondemned. The 
Government of South Africa must know that those who cherish freedom repu- 
diate South Africa’s organized inhumanity. We must also demonstrate to those 
courageous South Africans of all races who struggle to build a free and demo- 
cratic society that we support their efforts. 

At this crucial time, when 156 leaders o f  the opposition to “apartheid” are be- 
ing tried for treason because they desire a democratic, multi-racial society, and 
when new laws injecting racism into the churches, hospitals and universities are 
about to be passed, we are obliged to record our protest in the hope that the Gov- 
ernment of South Africa will respond to moral s ~ a s i o n . ~  

8 Nov 

1957 

3. Bowles replied to this letter on 14 November, expressing his delight with the “vigorous assertion 
of the need for international protest over the incredible developments in the Union of South Africa”; 
for more on the Day of Protest see Oliver Tambo to King, 18 November 1957, p. 325 in this volume. 
James Albert Pike (1913-1969), born in Oklahoma City, received hisA.B. (1934) and LL.B. (1936) 
from the University of Southern California. Pike earned his J.S.D. (1938) from Yale University, a B.D. 
(1951) from Union Theological Seminary, and later an LL.D. (1960) from the University of South- 
e m  California. A well-known spokesman for liberal Protestantism, Pike became dean of the Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine in New York in 1952. Leaving in 1958 to become Episcopal bishop of Califor- 
nia, Pike hosted King’s visit to San Francisco’s Grace Cathedral in 1965. 

4. King and Pike refer to the “Treason Trial” that followed a country-wide raid in late 1956, in 
which South African police rounded up 156 leaders of the anti-apartheid struggle, among them Nel- 
son Mandela, Albert Lutuli, Walter Sisulu, and Oliver Tambo. They were charged with high treason 
and conspiracy to overthrow the government, crimes punishable by death under South African law. 
Indictment proceedings began in December 1956, and ayear later the South African government with- 
drew its charges against 61 of the accused. The remaining defendants went to trial in August 1958, 
with the last accused being acquitted in 1961. 313 
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We have therefore agreed to serve as chairmen of an International Committee 
composed of world leaders in support of a world-wide protest against the South 
African Government’s apartheid policies. We are calling upon civic, labor, pro- 
fessional, political, church, educational and other leaders throughout the world 
to join in this campaign. We are urging them to plan public demonstrations on 
or about Human Rights Day, December io, 1957, to protest South Africa’s apart- 
heid and to demand that South Africa live up to its obligations under the United 
Nations Charter. As part of our participation in this campaign, we are sponsoring 
a freedom rally in New York City’s Manhattan Center on the evening of Decem- 
ber loth. Among the speakerswill be Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, SenatorJacob K 
Javits and Mr. Roy Wilkins. 

We want to personally extend an invitation to you to participate in this program. 
Your presence would greatly contribute to the success of this occasion. 

We know that you will do everything you can to support this undertaking. We 
look forward to your affirmative reply. 

Very sincerely yours, 
[signed] James A. Pike 
The Very Rev. James A. Pike 
United States Chairman 

[signed] Martin Luther King 
The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
United States Vice-chairman 

TLS. CB-CtY. 

To Marie F. Rodell 

13 November 1957 
[Alontgomery, Ala.] 

In  a 28 October letter to King, his literary agent Rodell recommended that his contract 
with Harper &Brothers be emended to include several revisions proposed by attorney 
Pauli Murray.’ In  the following letter King authorizes Rodell to renegotiate with 
Harper; a subsequent rider to the contract incorporated Kings requested changes.2 

1. At the request of Stanley Levison, attorney Pauli Murray reviewed King’s .L 7 October contract 
with Harper & Brothers and recommended detailed changes that she sent to Rodell (see Murray to 
Levison, 2 3  October ig57).AnnaPauline (Pauli) Murray (1910-1985), borninBaltimore, Maryland, 
earned a B.A. (1933) from Hunter College. In 1938 she was denied admission to graduate school at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill because of her race. Murray graduated from Howard 
University Law School with an LL.B. (ig44), first in her class and the only woman. While at Howard, 
Murray participated in sit-ins to desegregate several local restaurants. After being denied admission 
to Harvard University Law School because of her sex, she earned an LL.M. (1945) from Boalt Hall of 
the University of California. Believing there was a need for an “NAACP for women,” Murray was among 
the founders of the National Organization for Women (NOW) in 1966. At the age of sixtyseven Mur- 
ray became the first black woman ordained an Episcopal priest. 3l4 

2. Rodell to Harper & Brothers, 15 November 1957. 
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